PERSONALITIES
front to Italy or elsewhere. Haig must have known that Mr.
Lloyd George was only too ready to have him replaced. He
also knew that there were other influences at work at Versailles
and elsewhere. The Scot had a very hard task, but he won
through, and till his death never ceased to work for the good
of those who had served him.
I have dealt in earlier chapters with my own three chiefs :
Byng with the Canadians, Plumer with the Second Army, and
Sir Henry Wilson as C.LG.S. The first-named with his
attractive personality and capacity to get the best out of
everyone who came in contact with him, either as Commander
or as Governor. Lord Plumer with his firm belief in thorough-
ness and discipline* He was beloved by all because he was
trusted by all. He was really the last of the old school. There
were no half measures with him. Not one of us who lived
in his mess ever dared to be a moment late for any meal,
and breakfast was at 7.30 a.m. No one was ever allowed to
refer to anyone like Lord Rawlinson, Lord Byng or Lord
Birdwood as "Rawly", "Bungo" or "Birdie". If anyone
did once they never did it a second time! He had the asset
of being a very good speaker and spoke without notes. His
greatest triumph was the opening of the Menin Gate Memorial
at Ypres.
As regards my other chief, Sir Henry Wilson, I have tried
in an earlier chapter to give a true picture of this much mal-
igned and misunderstood man. No more human or kinder-
hearted man ever lived, or one more loyal to his King and
Country. Too quick a brain, too great a sense of humour,
seeing something funny in everything which slower brains
did not always understand, brought him enemies and jealousies*
His devotion to Ireland and Ulster ruined him, and led to his
foul murder. Not a good chapter in our history. I think
what hurt him most was the fact that, when he was washed
overboard from his yacht at Cowes and nearly drowned,
the only politician who wrote to congratulate him on bis
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